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Webinar Overview

The purpose of the webinar is to 
highlight the launch of Impact 
Assessment Outlook Journal 
Volume 7 on Demystifying 
Cumulative Effects and to provide 
some expert discussion and 
opportunity for Q&A. 
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Webinar slides 
and recording
This webinar is being recorded. The 
recording and presentations will be made 
available for IEMA members on iema.net 
within 48 hours of the webinar. 
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Q&A

Send in your questions as we go 
through the session – we’ll have 
plenty of time with our speakers after 
the presentation. 



Introduction
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About IEMA
Created from a merger between the 
Environmental Auditors Registration 
Association (EARA), the Institute of 
Environmental Assessment (IEA) and 
the Institute of Environmental 
Management (IEM) in 1999.
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IEMA in 2020
We are the worldwide alliance of environment 
and sustainability professionals, working to 
make our businesses and organisations future-
proof. Our bold Vision is: 

Transforming the World to Sustainability 
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Impact Assessment
• Impact Assessment Network

• IA Network Steering Group

• EIA Quality Mark

• IA Outlook Journal

• EIA Practitioner Register

• Guidance, Webinars and Events
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5 Year Strategy
• Vision: IEMA and its members will work to ensure that IA is widely 

recognised as supporting better decision-making, positively influencing 
development outcomes and providing lasting benefits to the 
environment, communities and the economy 

• Objective 2: Develop guidance and training and promote knowledge 
sharing and collaboration to provide practitioners with the skills and 
knowledge to deliver effective and proportionate IA
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Good Practice: IA Outlook Journal

2018             2019            2019          2019           2020         2020              2020



Overview of Outlook Vol. 7
Demystifying Cumulative 
Effects 
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Guided page turn
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The 2017 change from ‘reasonably
foreseeable’ to ‘other existing and/ or 
approved development’ should have 
provided greater clarity….
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CEA Next Steps
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Legalisation & Cumulative Effects
• The Legal Bit: Directive 2014/52/EU on the assessment of the effects of 

certain public and private projects on the environment 

• ‘The description of the likely significant effects …. should cover the direct effects 
and any indirect, secondary, cumulative, transboundary, short-term, medium-
term and long-term, permanent and temporary, positive and negative effects of 
the project….. ‘
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Defining Cumulative Effects

In-combination effects 
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Two types of Cumulative Effect

Andy Ricketts 

Director and 
Head of EIA 
at Turley

Nick Jackson 

Birmingham 
City Council
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Official Guidance on CEA
• Guideline for the Assessment of Indirect and Cumulative Impacts as well 

as Impact Interactions (European Commission 1999 Guidelines). 

• Environmental Impact Assessment of Projects: Guidance on the 
preparation of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report (European 
Commission 2017 Guidelines). 

• Planning Inspectorate (PINS) Advice Note Seventeen: Cumulative Effects 
Assessment.
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Interaction vs Cumulative 
The EC 2017 Guidelines address cumulative effects with reference to recent 
case law and relate the concepts of interaction effects and cumulative 
effects by dividing their consideration into two broad categories:

• the interaction between all of the different Projects in the same area;

and

• the interaction between the various impacts within a single Project.
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Consensus Typology for CEA?
Type A: 

Definition: within a project.

Often used synonyms: Interactions, 

intra-cumulative effects, 

synergistic effects, intra-

relationships, combined effects, 

in-combination effects*

Type B: 

Definition: between projects.

Often used synonyms: Cumulative 

effects, inter-cumulative effects, 

inter-relationships,  additive 

effects, combined effects.

Interaction Effects Cumulative Effects
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Reporting Structure
Terrestrial Projects – Impact reporting

• Traffic, Noise, Air Quality, Heritage, etc.

Marine Projects – Receptor reporting

• Fisheries, Navigation, Ornithology, Recreation, etc.
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Impact Reporting
Pros

- Allows topic specialists to 
control and ‘own’ the chapter

- Allows topic specific method 
and guidance to guide chapter

- Allows topic based 
stakeholders a one-stop-shop.

Cons

- Promotes siloed working and creates 
inconsistencies across EIA

- Encourages topic based stakeholders to 
ignore wider context

- Makes consultation and understanding 
hard for non specialists

- Makes interactions (Type A) very hard
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Receptor Reporting
Pros

- Promotes integrated assessment 
across impacts on a receptor and 
interactions assessments. 

- Allows broader stakeholders, 
decision makers and the public to 
understand impact on a receptor.

- Well suited to digital methods.

Cons

- Stakeholders need to read the 
whole report.

- Potential to require some 
methodological compromise on 
reporting for consistency/clarity.

- Requires an industry wide shift in 
reporting ‘traditions’.
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Rufus recommends…
- Follow Neil Collars 5 steps.

- Make sure you cover both Type A and Type B effects.

- Explain, define and agree your terminology and methodology early.

- Recognise CEA is expert judgement and uncertainty is unavoidable.

- Consider moving to Receptor based reporting and assessment.

- Consider adopting the term ‘Interactions’ for Type A, and limiting the use 
of the word Cumulative to Type B, this should aid clarity.

- Use PINS Advice Note 17 for agreeing Type B projects.



iema.net

Next steps
• Get involved – join the IA Network email  ia@iema.net

• Apply to join the IA Steering Group later this year.

• Contact me at IEMA if you feel that members would benefit from further 
CEA guidance r.howard@iema.net

• Please send through your questions.

mailto:ia@iema.net
mailto:r.howard@iema.net


Questions & 
Answers



iema.net

Thanks for 
joining us

You will be able to access todays slides 
and recordings on iema.net. Simply 
log in and click on ‘Watch again’ on 
the ‘Resources’ tab.


